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During the hippie movement in the 1960s and ‘70s, the hippies insisted that they
were full of love.  But they really couldn’t and didn’t want to distinguish the difference
between love and lust.  Consequently, there were massive numbers of people having
sexually transmitted diseases, including AIDS, and unwanted pregnancies.  Out of
this result, the pro-choice, a fancy name for pro-abortion movement was initiated and
legalized.  

Believers and unbelievers would agree that our God is the God of love.  Indeed with-
out His love and mercy, we’d be in the midst of hell and burning and being torment-
ed for our sins.  It is true that our God is full of love.  But at the same time, He is an
absolutely holy, righteous, and just God who would not tolerate any sin, even a spec
of sin.  

Let me explain the attributions of God’s love and holiness in this way.  Consider the
way we think of God’s love as water.  Next, consider God’s holiness as a set of river
banks.  Without water within, they are just a big pair of blockages.  When water is
contained within the river banks, it is wonderful to deliver nourishment and life to all
creatures around.  But when it is not controlled and not contained, too much of it,
water can destroy everything in its path as a flood.  

Don’t ever confuse the worldly idea of God’s love that people deserve whatever they
want without any consequence with the true definition of God’s love according to the
Bible.  Furthermore, we should not think that God’s grace is the same as God’s love.
With this in mind, I define His grace in this way: The grace of God is the love of God
embanked by the holiness of God.

In this morning’s study, we will learn that if we truly follow the Lord and embrace His
grace, we would not abuse it by taking it as a license to sin.

A. THE REALITY OF THE RISK
If a pastor preaches legalism – a message of salvation based on the merits of one’s
works – no one will ever bring any potential misunderstanding against him.  But if he
preaches grace – salvation by faith alone – then that is risky homiletical business. 

In order for anyone to stand before a just and holy God, that person must be right-
eous.  For this reason, the need for justification. 

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Justification is a theological word we often take for granted without taking the time to
define.  It refers to the sovereign act of God by which He declares righteous the
believing sinner while he or she is still in a state of sin.  It doesn’t mean that the
believing sinner stops sinning or that the believing sinner is made righteous, in the
sense of being perfect.  It just means the person is declared righteous.  It is a judicial
pronouncement made on the basis of Christ’s righteousness and His substitutionary
death on the cross. 

To believe by grace, we should accept the reality of risk.  Most people find this
uncomfortable, especially legalists.  Most want some moral report card that objective-
ly measures their progress.  Works provide that.  But if works are not the basis of our
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relationship with God, then there is no external proof of salvation or spirituality.  If,
on the other hand, grace is the basis of our relationship with God, then the reality of
our faith is internal.  lt can be seen and judged only by God. 

To be sure, there are those who abuse this doctrine, saying they have truly believed
when they have not.  And some live on the edge, flirting with the world and squan-
dering their spiritual inheritance in prodigal indulgence.  But abuse is part of the risk
that God’s grace has chosen to take. 

The fear of its abuse is what causes many pastors and Bible teachers to refrain from
teaching grace.  As a result, they emphasize works, provide performance lists for
people to live up to, leave no room for gray areas, and cultivate judgmental attitudes
toward those who may not agree with them. 

Such constricting yokes are often an attempt to keep their congregation in line.  But
the line is not one marked by Scripture.  It is a legalistic line drawn more from the
personal preferences of the pastor or from the congregation itself.  

But that is not the yoke the Lord Jesus offers in Matthew 11:
Matthew 11:28-30 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My
yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

All of this newfound freedom comes to us by grace.  God gives us the grace to
believe – a faith that is not deserved; and He gives us the grace to live – a lifestyle
that is not dictated.  

B. THE INESCAPABLE TENSION
Because of grace we have been freed from sin’s slavery, from bondage to sinful atti-
tudes, urges, and actions.  But that creates a tension.  Once we become free in Christ
and live by grace, we can take our liberty to an extreme and live a life as if we have
a license to sin.  Paul addresses this tension in Romans 6:

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer
in it? 

We might have expected that where sin abounded, God’s anger or judgment would
have abounded much more.  But God’s love is so amazing that grace abounded
much more where we might have expected wrath.  We can’t sin more than God can
forgive, but we can reject His grace and forgiveness.

The freedom we have in Christ is not a freedom to do anything we want to do but to
be everything God created us to be.  Before our conversion, we were enslaved to sin.
Since then, we’ve become emancipated – not to run wildly through the dead-end
alleyways of self-indulgence, but to serve the greater Master with our own free choice
to follow Him. 

Let me make an illustration to explain it better.  Suppose you were given the key to a
Ferrari Enzo of which top speed can go to 211 mph with its 660 hp 12 cylinder
engine.  It can boast its blurry speed from 0 to 60 miles/hour at 3.1 seconds.  Does
it mean that you have the right to race through the streets with reckless abandon-
ment?  To go on a joyride that jeopardizes the safety of everyone you go speeding55



past?  No, certainly not.  That’s why Paul warned the Galatians to steer their freedom
in another direction in Galatians 5:13: 

Galatians 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not
use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

We find 3 important things from this verse:
1) Joyous benefits of being liberated 
With our freedom in Christ come several exciting benefits.  We are no longer bound
by our fleeting impulses or our carnal desires.  We are free to make good, objective
choices.  We are able to think independently without the urge of needing to compare
ourselves with others.  And we are able to grow toward greater flexibility and maturi-
ty into the person God created us to be.  

2) Telltale signs of being irresponsible  
Freedom – whether we’re talking about it in the political realm or in the moral
realm – doesn’t mean freedom from responsibility.  Some Christians, however, have
interpreted their freedom in Christ to be absolute, without restraint and without
responsibility to others.  These immature believers are easy to spot.  They have a lack
of love and concern for others.  They rationalize sin.  They are unwilling to be
accountable.  They resist anyone getting close enough to give them advice.  And they
disregard new converts and those weak in the faith.  In other words, they are self-cen-
tered individuals with an ingrown eyeball disease.

3) The essential necessity of balance  
Romans 14 talks a lot about responsibility to those with a weaker faith.  It also has a
lot to say about balance.  The important thing is not to adopt someone else’s convic-
tions, but to work out your own convictions. 

How do you do this?  Picture grace as a tightrope.  It’s risky stepping out.
Understandably, you’re afraid.  Especially since there are very few hard-and-fast rules
to follow.  Really, there are only two.  The first is to get over the fear of heights, of
walking without the safety of well-traveled ground underneath you.  The second is to
maintain your balance. 

God wants you to be sensitive to other people’s convictions, but at the same time He
doesn’t want you to be blown off the high wire by the strong winds of other people’s
opinions.  Balance is the only way to survive.  And to maintain balance, you have to
have a strong center of gravity.  

To keep that center of gravity in place, you constantly need to think about your life in
light of these questions:  
Is this my conviction before God? – Romans 14:22a
Do I have an inner peace and comfort in it? – Romans 14:22b
Am I free of doubt? – Romans 14:23 

C. GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE
2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

The apostle Peter tells us that we must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ continuously.  We need grace and knowledge both.
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G    race will keep us tolerant and loving, while knowledge will keep us strong; grace
will make us compassionate, while knowledge will make us discerning; grace will
help us smile, knowledge will help us think; grace will result in vulnerability, knowl-
edge will result in stability.

But how easy it is to grow in knowledge but not in grace!  All of us know far more of
the Bible than we really live according to what we know.  Knowledge without grace
is a terrible weapon, and grace without knowledge can be very shallow.  But when
we combine grace and knowledge, we have a marvelous tool for building our lives
and for building the church which is the body of Jesus Christ.

Christians must be on guard all the time, grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus
through the Word of God.  This requires diligence.  It demands discipline and priori-
ties.  Oh, how we all need these desperately!  Please remember this: n   obody auto-
matically drifts into spiritual growth and stability, but anybody can drift out of dedica-
tion and growth.

D. RECOMMENDATIONS  
Legalism and the concept of the license to sin lie on opposite extremes.  In the middle
is love – love for God and love for other people.  To live your life in that middle
ground of grace, you need balance.  Here are 3 suggestions to help you strike that
balance in your life:
1) Enjoy the freedom grace provides. 
You may have difficulty at first stepping beyond the “No Trespassing” signs some
legalists have put in your way.  But there’s no reason to feel guilty or afraid.  Simply
give yourself the permission to be free, to walk without the fear of someone looking
over your shoulder.  

Galatians 2:4 This matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated
our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us
slaves.  NIV

2) Treat grace as an undeserved privilege rather than an exclusive right.
Live gratefully, not arrogantly.  Have fun, but don’t flaunt it.  It’s all in the mindset,
really.  It has little to do with what we buy or how we dress or what movies we allow
ourselves to see. 

3) Remember that while grace came to you freely, it cost the Savior His
life. 
There was no cheap grace that flowed from the veins of Christ on the cross.  Each
blood drop was of incalculable value to the Father.  And if you so value that gift, you
will never have to worry about abusing grace.  Remember, He died that you might
live and that you might live free and abundantly.   

I like what Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the late German pastor from the World War II said:
“Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.  Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for
the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he has...  Such grace is costly
because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ.
It is costly because it gives a man the only true life.”   
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