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Just like an atom is the basic unit in the physical realm, the marriage between one
biological man and one biological woman is the basic unit of the society we live in.
It is the first institution our Lord ordained and blessed, even before the church.  

Our God wants us to cherish that marriage, but our enemy satan wants us to think of
it as a thing that gets in our way to our physical freedom and pleasure.  Satan’s
methodical strategy is working very well nowadays.  

From every sitcom in TV programs to advertisements, they challenge the sanctity of
marriage and try to portray the father of a family as nothing more than a fumbling
idiot, the mother can do without her husband just fine, and the kids get their way no
matter what.  If that’s not bad enough, the kids ridicule their parents.  Oh, let’s not
forget how many TV series and sitcoms portray homosexual and lesbian couples as
normal married couples.  Not in God’s eyes for eternity.  

This morning we are going to be unseen guests of this first wedding that happened in
the Garden of Eden, the perfect setting.  

A. THE FIRST WEDDING IN THE PARADISE
Genesis 2:18-20 And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be
alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the ground
the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and
brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam
called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to
all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam
there was not found a helper comparable to him. 

Hundreds and thousands of animals received their names from Adam.  None of them
got duplicated names.  Adam must have been a brilliant man.  

God knew what Adam was lacking before he even realized it: His helper, his soul
mate, his the-other-half, his woman.

I wouldn’t be surprised if Adam came to God and asked Him to give him a wife.  He
probably said, “I’d like to start a family, too, Lord.  I will call it “Adam’s Family.”

Genesis 2:21-22 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam,
and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.
22 Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a
woman, and He brought her to the man. 

The woman is taken from the side of Adam.  God didn’t take her from his head to be
his superior, nor from his foot to be his inferior.  But God took her from Adam’s side
to be equal with him, under his arm so that he can protect her, close to his heart so
that he can love her.

If you are a single person and waiting for that perfect one for you, please do not be
in a hurry.  While you wait upon the Lord as Adam did, He will bring the right per-
son to you.  Do not forget the limitation of your spouse’s qualification: If you are a
born-again Christian, your future spouse must be also a born-again Christian.  The
Bible makes this very clear.  You ignore this biblical principle, you will regret it
immensely, because you are disobeying the Lord.
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2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion
has light with darkness? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are witnessing the first wedding of mankind.  The Lord
God walked Eve down the isle to Adam and presented her to be his wife and officiat-
ed the union.  I am sure that it was a pleasant surprise for Adam to see his beautiful
wife Eve after he woke up from his deep sleep.

As God brought Adam’s bride, Eve from the side of the first Adam, our Father in
heaven brought the bride of Christ, the church, from the wounded side of the Second
Adam, Jesus.

Many people think that the spouse whom they are going to marry or they have,
should fulfill their lives.  Obviously, they cannot and will not.  There is only One who
can fulfill anyone’s life.  It is Jesus.  It is no wonder why a person feels empty deep
down in his heart, because that person does not have Jesus as his Savior and Lord.

According to MODERN BRIDE magazine, the average bride-to-be spends 150 hours
planning her wedding.  The average groom-to-be spends 150 hours saying, “Yeah…
sounds good.”  If both sides spend even 15 hours of their time in studying God’s
plan for marriage and obey it, I am sure that we wouldn’t have this high rate of
divorce in this country.  

Probably you are thinking, “Pastor, why were you reading a MODERN BRIDE maga-
zine?”  I am just quoting from someone actually has read it.  So don’t give me that
look.

By the way, the whole events of the creation of the animals and birds, naming them
and creating Adam and Eve were done on the sixth day.  Not later.

One day, Adam came to God and asked Him, “How come did you make Eve so
beautiful and soft, Lord?”  God answered with a gentle smile, “So you can love her.”
A little later, Adam had this puzzled look on his face and asked, “Then how come
you made her so dumb?”  God looked at him squarely in his eyes and answered,
“So she can love you.”

B. GOD’S PRINCIPLES OF MARRIAGES
1 Peter 3:7  Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving
honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the
grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

Everything in the marriage relationship is intertwined.  If your marriage isn’t healthy,
then your relationship with God will suffer and vice versa.  The apostle Peter tells hus-
bands to dwell with their wives with understanding.  To “dwell with understanding”
means that husbands are to be aligned to their wives and be united with them in
thoughts, goals, plans, and efforts.  In essence, Peter tells husbands that if they don’t
treat their wives with understanding, their prayers will be hindered.

You must have a close relationship with the Lord through the Word of God and
prayer daily, then the relationship with your spouse will thrive – not just survive.  If
you bury the hatchet for the sake of the love for one another and forgive each other.
You will do well.
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I like what Ogden Nash, the 20th century American poet said, “To keep your mar-
riage brimming with love in the loving cup, when you’re wrong, admit it; and when
you’re right, shut up.”

Husbands, if you really love your wife as Christ loved the church, your wife will fol-
low God’s will.  She will submit to you.  It will not happen because you demand.  It
will come to reality naturally, because you love her very much and sacrifice for her.
True headship comes from sacrifice and love of your part.  It thrives when a husband
says in action: “I love you. I want to help you.”  Your wife will respect you for that.

1 Peter 3:1-4 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that
even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the
conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompa-
nied by fear. 3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the
hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- 4 rather let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is very precious in the sight of God. 

Wives, if you truly submit to your husband as unto the Lord, your husband will love
you to the point that he will sacrifice his desires for yours.  He will exalt you, putting
you and your needs before his own.  You will have a husband who loves you more
than his own life.

To both of you, husbands and wives, don’t expect your spouse to start his or her part
before you start your part.  You start it FIRST and CONTINUE without end.  Then, you
will see what the Lord will do for your marriage.

If we want our marriages not only to survive, but thrive, we must get back to God’s
original design.  We must read and obey the Word of God and leave the rest to
Him.

Some husbands and wives think that because they have bad marriages or don’t love
their spouses, they think that they can bail out to look for somebody else.  They think
that the grass is greener on the other side of the fence.  Oh yes, it is greener around
the septic tank.

The likelihood of married adults getting divorced is identical among born-again
Christians and those who are not born-agains, according to one survey released by
the Barna Group.  The study also found that most Americans reject the notion that
divorce is a sin.  Whether you consider divorce as a sin or not, God does.  So if you
are considering a divorce, other than with the biblical reasons from 1 Corinthians
chapter 7, looking for a new love in all the wrong places, remember this preacher’s
warning: “Repent, you are sinning.  God will judge you for your sin of divorce.”

Malachi 2:16  “For the Lord God of Israel says That He hates divorce, For it
covers one’s garment with violence,” Says the Lord of hosts. “Therefore take
heed to your spirit, That you do not deal treacherously.” 

Does this mean that God hates your current second or third marriage and will not
bless you because you went through a divorce previously?  No.  But He will hold you
accountable for your current marriage.  If you asked the Lord for forgiveness for your
sin of divorce and repented from it, He has forgiven you.

According to another survey, the divorce rate is around 50 percent, more or less.
That rises for second marriages, which fail at a rate of 60 percent.  For third mar-23



riages, the rate goes up to 73 percent.  I haven’t been divorced, but I’ve seen it up
close from other people’s situation.  As pastor, I would do just about everything I can
to encourage married couples to honor their commitment for a lifetime.

C. THE PRINCIPLES OF MARRIAGES
Genesis 2:23-25 And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh
of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.”
24 Therefore (1) a man shall leave his father and mother and (2) be joined to
his wife, and (3) they shall become one flesh. 25 And (4) they were both
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

I find 4 simple, yet profound principles of marriage:
1) SEVERANCE:   “a man shall leave his father and mother”
2) PERMANENCE: “be joined to his wife”
3) UNITY:            “they shall become one flesh”
4) INTIMACY:      “they were both naked, the man and his wife, 
                             and were not ashamed”

The objective God has in bringing a man and a woman together can be captured in
2 very important words: leave and cleave.  These come from v24 in the KJV, which
says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” The word “cleave” means to glue or to cling.
So to leave and cleave is to sever and bond, to loosen and secure, or to depart from
and attach to.

A successful marriage begins with leaving.  In effect, you leave all other relationships.
The closest relationship outside of marriage is specified in Genesis 2:24, implying
that if it is necessary to leave your father and mother, then certainly all lesser ties must
be broken, changed, or left behind.

This doesn’t mean that when you get married, you are no longer a son or a daughter
or a sibling or friends.  But what it does mean is that you have a new, primary
responsibility, and that is to your spouse.  You must still honor your mother and
father, as well as good friends to others, but leaving has taken place.  

Leaving implies giving other relationships a lesser degree of importance.  You still can
have friends, but your best friend should be your spouse.  Having members of the
opposite sex as friends can be problematic at best and potentially destructive at
worst.  Most adultery happens through close contact and relationship, not mere sexu-
al attraction.  So be very careful.  Your best friend should be your husband or your
wife.

Don’t expect that these principles are going to work in your marriage automatically
just because you said, “I do,” at your wedding some time ago.  You have to work
hard at it.  Do you know how to ruin your marriage?  Don’t do anything.  It dissolves
itself in no time.

Commitment is a decision to have the abundant marriage God desires, regardless of
circumstances or whether you think your spouse is doing his or her part, because
your marriage is an unbreakable covenant before God.  Ancient Hebrew culture
understood a covenant not as a contract, which could be broken, but as a binding,
permanent agreement – just like the covenant God makes with us.
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We often let our feelings guide our actions, but we are actually built for the opposite.
Our Creator Jesus Christ has designed us so that when we love another person with
our actions, our feelings inevitably follow.

D. APPLICATIONS
1) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her. Ephesians 5:25

2) Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. Ephesians 5:22

3) So then, they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God
has joined together, let not man separate. Matthew 19:6
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