
19. The final day of the rebel prince
12/9/2004

Last few days I’ve been hunting.  At home that is.  We have a small lawn that required
winter rye grass seeds.  I don’t know much about growing or taking care of grass.  So
a friend of mine took care of that.  Bless his heart!  From the following morning, I don’t
know how the words got around, we’ve been having visitors with wings from all over
the Pima County.  From sparrows to pigeons, they must have sent out e-mails and
voice mails to let every bird brain knows that there are seeds at the Kims’ back yard.

In the beginning, I shoo them off.  That didn’t work.  So I shot a few of them with my
BB guns.  That also didn’t work.  It irritated them only.

Finally, I got some help from another friend of mine, Mr. Spoon.  He loaned me his
pellet rifle.  So I’ve been hunting pigeons.  I lost counts now.  It is somewhere around
twenty some bird brains dead or left a half of their feathers on my back yards.

The incredible thing about this is that these pigeons still come down to my back yard
where their buddies lying dead.  They go around them and peck seeds.  It seems that
they are at least concerned that there is someone who is going to shoot at them and
the seeds they are eating might be their last meal.  They were after those seeds in spite
of their death were waiting for them.

Absalom started his political career with his vanity, charisma and popularity.  Instead of
depending on God’s will and guidance, he used manipulation, violence and his per-
sonal charm to attract people to his side.  Even though his dying fate is written on the
wall, this rebel prince charming is heading to his first and last battle against his father’s
army which was far superior in combat skills.

A. DAVID’S ARMY PREPARING FOR A BATTLE AGAINST ABSALOM
2 Samuel 18:1-4 And David numbered the people who were with him, and set
captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over them. 2 Then David sent
out one third of the people under the hand of Joab, one third under the hand of
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the hand of Ittai
the Gittite. And the king said to the people, “I also will surely go out with you
myself.” 3 But the people answered, “You shall not go out! For if we flee away,
they will not care about us; nor if half of us die, will they care about us. But you
are worth ten thousand of us now. For you are now more help to us in the city.”
4 Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the
king stood beside the gate, and all the people went out by hundreds and by
thousands. 

David just knew what to do in organizing his army.  He separated them into three divi-
sions under the leadership of Joab, Abishai and Ittai the Gittite.

David knew that the commander belonged out in the battle.  He didn’t want to repeat
his mistake of not going to battle before when he should have.

But the people surrounding David would not hear of him going out to battle with the
rest of his army.  There were four reasons why they insisted on this:
• His life was more valuable as the one wanted by Absalom.
• He can bring reserves if needed.
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• They understood that it would be hard for David to fight against his own son
Absalom.
• They also knew that he is an aged king, cannot move fast like he used to do.

David was not stubborn.  He knew how to take to the good advice of others.  He did
not give up leadership.  He practiced good leadership by listening to the wise advice of
the people around him.

They were willing to take on sacrifice and danger for the benefit of their king.  Their
devotion to David is an example of how the believer should be devoted to our King
Jesus Christ.

B. DAVID’S PLEA TO HIS COMMANDERS
2 Samuel 18:5 Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying,
“Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people
heard when the king gave all the captains orders concerning Absalom.

David wanted it clearly known that Absalom was to be captured alive and not mistreat-
ed in any way.  All the army heard him give this order, I think some smiled, but others
were a bit resentful.

My heart goes out for David the father of this trouble son Absalom.  However, he is the
cause of all these problems.  He needs to eliminate this Absalom once and for all.

When we face sins in our lives, we cannot deal with them in kindness or gentleness.
We need to cut off anything with sins in our lives.  Remember, God cares about our
character more than our comfort.

C. THE BATTLE RAGES
2 Samuel 18:6-7 So the people went out into the field of battle against Israel.
And the battle was in the woods of Ephraim. 7 The people of Israel were over-
thrown there before the servants of David, and a great slaughter of twenty thou-
sand took place there that day. 8 For the battle there was scattered over the
face of the whole countryside, and the woods devoured more people that day
than the sword devoured. 

This was a civil war.  It was a terrible thing.  There were civil wars in the United States
as well as in Korea – South against North.  We know the sadness of brother fighting
against brother.  

David was a good military strategist and a general, and Absalom did not have anyone
in his group who could match David’s ability or the ability of David’s three comman-
ders.

I am sure that you have noticed Israel was against David.  After the death of Solomon,
11 tribes in northern area made themselves kingdom Israel and one remaining tribe
Judah made itself as a kingdom, too.

David had arranged that the battle should take place in this terrain, where the experi-
ence and courage of each individual soldier counted more than sheer numbers.

The troops of Absalom became entangled in the woods of Ephraim when they attempt-
ed to flee from David’s army.  They were boxed in.  The forest became the cause of
death for many of them rather than the sword.  This is an obvious God’s intervention
for David.
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D. HANGING AROUND
2 Samuel 18:9-13 Then Absalom met the servants of David. Absalom rode on a
mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great terebinth tree, and his
head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging between heaven and earth.
And the mule which was under him went on. 10 Now a certain man saw it and
told Joab, and said, “I just saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth tree!” 11 So
Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And why did you not
strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten shekels of silver and
a belt.” 12 But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive a thousand
shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the king’s son.
For in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
‘Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’ 13 Otherwise I would
have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the king,
and you yourself would have set yourself against me.” 

Absalom’s vanity sent himself into this battle according to the counsel of Hushai.
Absalom was not a soldier nor a general.  Beside he was riding a mule into battle.
Mule is with strength to carry heavy load, not necessarily for speed that requires in bat-
tle.

Absalom was noted for his good looks and his luxurious hair.  What was his glory was
now his curse.  Absalom is literally caught by his own hair in the thick oak trees of the
forest.

What we don’t see between v9 and v10 is a conversation between this man and
Absalom: The man asked Absalom, “Whatz up, homie?”  Then Absalom, “Oh, just
hanging around.”

Absalom could cut off his hair from the tree branch and escape.  But knowing
Absalom, he simply tried to free himself with his hair and all.  He was trying to keep his
vanity and ended up losing his life.

Christians often replace their walk with Christ for the sake of vanity of this world, such
as fame, achievements, alcohol, drug, sex and fortune.  In results, they end up paying
ultimate price and penalty for their vanity.

When this was reported to Joab, the general wondered why the man did not immedi-
ately kill Absalom.  The man replied that he did not do it out of obedience and faithful-
ness to David.

The military belt was the chief ornament of a soldier, and was highly prized in all
ancient nations.  It would be like wearing a big belly size Rodeo Champion buckle.

From what this man said to Joab in the last sentence we can see the character of Joab
who was cunning and manipulative.

E. THE END OF THE REBEL PRINCE
2 Samuel 18:14-18 Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.” And he took
three spears in his hand and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was
still alive in the midst of the terebinth tree. 15 And ten young men who bore
Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom, and struck and killed him. 16 So Joab blew
the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab held back
the people. 17 And they took Absalom and cast him into a large pit in the
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woods, and laid a very large heap of stones over him. Then all Israel fled, every-
one to his tent. 18 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up a pillar
for himself, which is in the King’s Valley. For he said, “I have no son to keep my
name in remembrance.” He called the pillar after his own name. And to this day
it is called Absalom’s Monument. 

Joab didn’t hesitate to strike Absalom, even though he knew David commanded him
not to.  Joab was convinced that it was in David best interest and in Israel’s best inter-
est to show Absalom justice, not mercy.

Absalom only received what he deserved.  He was a murderer, a traitor, and a rapist.
Joab knew that David was generally indulgent towards his children and would never
punish Absalom. 

We might say that Joab was correct but not right.  He was correct in understanding that
it was better for David and for Israel that Absalom was dead.  He was not right in dis-
obeying King David, the God-appointed authority over him.  

Rather than returning Absalom’s body to Jerusalem for honorable burial, Joab had it
buried a large pit in the woods.  The heap of stones that covered the grave may have
been symbolic of a stoning, the legal penalty due a rebel son according to Deut.
21:20-21.  We can say Absalom was stoned heavily.

Absalom was still not dead after three spears.  He had defiled his father’s ten concu-
bines, so by these ten young men finished him off.

Setting up his own pillar is what we would expect from self-centered, self-promoting
Absalom.  Absalom did have three sons according to 2 Samuel 14:27.  From this
statement we assume that they died before their father did.

F. RUNNING VAIN
2 Samuel 18:19-32 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Let me run now and
take the news to the king, how the Lord has avenged him of his enemies.” 20
And Joab said to him, “You shall not take the news this day, for you shall take
the news another day. But today you shall take no news, because the king’s son
is dead.” 21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have
seen.” So the Cushite bowed himself to Joab and ran. 22 And Ahimaaz the son
of Zadok said again to Joab, “But whatever happens, please let me also run
after the Cushite.” So Joab said, “Why will you run, my son, since you have no
news ready?” 23 “But whatever happens,” he said, “let me run.” So he said to
him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of the plain, and outran the Cushite. 24
Now David was sitting between the two gates. And the watchman went up to
the roof over the gate, to the wall, lifted his eyes and looked, and there was a
man, running alone. 25 Then the watchman cried out and told the king. And
the king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And he came rapidly
and drew near. 26 Then the watchman saw another man running, and the
watchman called to the gatekeeper and said, “There is another man, running
alone!” And the king said, “He also brings news.” 27 So the watchman said, “I
think the running of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.”
And the king said, “He is a good man, and comes with good news.” 28 And
Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, “All is well!” Then he bowed down with
his face to the earth before the king, and said, “Blessed be the Lord your God,
who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king!”
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29 The king said, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” Ahimaaz answered,
“When Joab sent the king’s servant and me your servant, I saw a great tumult,
but I did not know what it was about.” 30 And the king said, “Turn aside and
stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still. 31 Just then the Cushite came,
and the Cushite said, “There is good news, my lord the king! For the Lord has
avenged you this day of all those who rose against you.” 32 And the king said
to the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” So the Cushite answered,
“May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise against you to do harm,
be like that young man!” 

Joab was reluctant to let Ahimaaz bear the news of Absalom’s death to David because
he did not have all the necessary information to give the king.  Because he insisted that
he wanted to run with a victory news to the king even though Joab selected someone
else.

Notice that David’s chief concern is not for who won the battle but for the safety of
Absalom.  “Is the young man Absalom safe?” But Ahimaaz did not have all of the nec-
essary information to tell the king.  He did not know that Absalom was dead.  

Ahimaaz wanted to run.  Maybe he knew he was a better runner than anyone else.
But he insisted.  Maybe because it was his pride.  Even though he ran, he was set aside
for the one who had the actual message.  In other words, he ran in vain.

G. APPLICATIONS
1) When we face sins in our lives, we cannot deal with them in kindness or
gentleness. 
We need to cut off anything with sins in our lives.  Remember, God cares about our
character more than our comfort.

2) Our walk with Christ should not be replaced with the vanities that the
world offers.

3) Just because we want to get involved in the ministry doesn’t necessarily
mean that God is in it.
Doing God’s work without Him is in vain and it is nothing more than a self-satisfaction
and self-gratification which are big “NOs” in Christian walk.
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