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One way or another all of us have experienced shame in our lives.  Some of us have it
more than once unfortunately.

Shame can happen because we did something wrong, or it can happen just because
someone else chose to bring shame to us even though we had nothing to do with that.  

Let me make an example.  A woman is raped every 45 seconds in the United States.
One in three girls and one in six boys will be sexually abused by age 16.  One out of
every two women will become a victim of sexual abuse in her lifetime.  When a person
get raped or molested, even though the victim has nothing to do that awful act of vio-
lence, she goes through a ray of emotions including being shamed of herself.  

Some people never choose to get back to normal lives, because self-applied shame
from rape or molestation affects them so much.  I do strongly believe that they can turn
that shame to a victory in Christ Jesus.

In Calvary Chapel of Sahuarita, with the Lord’s help, we are going to launch a new
ministry through the Word of God to minister to these people.  Because we believe that
the Word of God has the power to heal those broken hearts.

Between two famous chapters of 2 Samuel, chapter 10 gives us another practical jew-
els and applications to all of us.

A. SLAPPING THE HELPING HANDS
2 Samuel 10:1-2 It happened after this that the king of the people of Ammon
died, and Hanun his son reigned in his place. 2 Then David said, “I will show
kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash (which means ‘Serpent), as his father
showed kindness to me.” So David sent by the hand of his servants to comfort
him concerning his father. And David’s servants came into the land of the peo-
ple of Ammon. 

David’s kindness to Mephibosheth in the previous chapter didn’t end his kind works.
Here he shows kindness towards a pagan king because he can sympathize with the
loss of his father.  

The occasion of Nahash’s kindness is not recorded.  One possibility is that Nahash, an
enemy of Saul, had given aid to David during his time as a fugitive from king Saul or
during his war with Ishbosheth.

2 Samuel 10:3-5 And the princes of the people of Ammon said to Hanun their
lord, “Do you think that David really honors your father because he has sent
comforters to you? Has David not rather sent his servants to you to search the
city, to spy it out, and to overthrow it?” 4 Therefore Hanun took David’s ser-
vants, shaved off half of their beards, cut off their garments in the middle, at
their buttocks, and sent them away. 5 When they told David, he sent to meet
them, because the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, “Wait at
Jericho until your beards have grown, and then return.” 

It’s hard to explain why these advisers to Hanun said this to the king of Ammon.  It’s
possible that they genuinely suspected David, or they may have just used this as a way
to make themselves wise to king Hanun.  It is common for liars to always suspect oth-
ers of lying.
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They believed that David intended to attack them.  His friendly gesture was completely
misunderstood.

Only slaves shaved during that time.  It was an easy way to identify a slave, or a run-
away slave.  Man’s beard was considered as the greatest ornament and some men
even tend to swear by their beards.  Beard was that important to them.

So, the cutting off of one-half of it was the greatest insult that could have been to the
ambassadors, and through them to David their king.

To make the matter worse, cutting off the ambassadors’ garments in the middle was
another obvious insult and humiliation.  To insult the ambassador is the insult the king.
It was just as if they had done this to David himself.  

The same principle is true with King Jesus and His ambassadors.
John 15:18  If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you. 

When people treat the followers of Jesus bad or persecute them, God take this person-
ally, because as if persecution is done against Him.

Acts 9:4-5 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then
the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.”

B. IT IS A TIME FOR A WAR
2 Samuel 10:6-8 When the people of Ammon saw that they had made them-
selves repulsive to David, the people of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of
Beth Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot soldiers; and from
the king of Maacah one thousand men, and from Ish-Tob twelve thousand men.
7 Now when David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the army of the mighty
men. 8 Then the people of Ammon came out and put themselves in battle array
at the entrance of the gate. And the Syrians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, and
Maacah were by themselves in the field. 

The people of Ammon knew what they have done to David’s ambassadors.  David did-
n’t reject the Ammonites, they made themselves repulsive to Israel.  I like the way NIV
translates for this verse: “When the Ammonites realized that they had become a stench
in David’s nostrils.”  In other words, they realize that they stunk to David and David is
going to do something about it.

Hiring a mercenary army was a common practice in the ancient world.  1 Chronicles
19:6 says that the Ammonites paid 1,000 talents which is about 1 million dollars to the
Syrians.

David’s mighty men didn’t necessarily start as mighty men.  Many were some of the
distressed, indebted, and discontent people who followed David at Adullam Cave
according to 1 Samuel 22:1-2.  

One of these mighty men was Adino the Eznite - famous for killing 800 men at one
time in 2 Samuel 23:8.  Another was Jashobeam who killed 300 men at one time in 1
Chronicles 11:11.  Another was Benaiah who killed a lion in a pit on a snowy day and
took on a huge Egyptian warrior and killed the Egyptian with his own spear in 1
Chronicles 11:22-23.
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There would have been poster boys for the U.S. Marine and Army recruiting offices.  

C. VICTORY FOR ISRAEL
2 Samuel 10:9-14 When Joab saw that the battle line was against him before
and behind, he chose some of Israel’s best and put them in battle array against
the Syrians. 10 And the rest of the people he put under the command of
Abishai his brother, that he might set them in battle array against the people of
Ammon. 11 Then he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall
help me; but if the people of Ammon are too strong for you, then I will come
and help you. 12 (1) Be of good courage, and (2) let us be strong for our peo-
ple and for the cities of our God. And (3) may the Lord do what is good in His
sight.” 13 So Joab and the people who were with him drew near for the battle
against the Syrians, and they fled before him. 14 When the people of Ammon
saw that the Syrians were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai, and entered the
city. So Joab returned from the people of Ammon and went to Jerusalem. 

This is a great speech by Joab before the battle.  He makes at least three great points:
1) Courage and strength are not matters of feeling and circumstance.  
They are matters of choice, especially when God makes His strength available to us.
We can be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

Ephesians 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. 

2) Joab called them to remember all they had to lose.  
If they lost this battle they would lose both their people and their cities.  This was a bat-
tle bigger than themselves, and the army of the mighty men had to remember that.

3) Joab wisely prepared for the battle to the best of his ability and worked
hard for the victory. At the same time, he knew that the outcome was ulti-
mately in God’s hands.  
This reminds me an old saying from the American Revolution war against British: “Trust
God and keep your powder dry.”

Joab’s purpose was to drive a wedge to keep the Syrians and the Ammonites from
joining forces.  And when Joab saw that the front of the battle was against him before
and behind, he chose all of the choice men of Israel, and he put them in array against
the Syrians.

One of the things I have learned from the close quarter combat training, I must neu-
tralize the most immediate threat.  To the Israelite army, the Syrians were bigger threat
than Ammonites.  So, Joab put the Israelies’ finest against the Syrians. 

It doesn’t even say that Joab engaged the Syrians in battle.  This mercenary army fled
before the army of the mighty men because God was with them.  God promised this
kind of blessing upon an obedient Israel.

Deuteronomy 28:7  The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be
defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee
before you seven ways. 

D. MOP UP OPERATION
15 When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they gathered
together. 16 Then Hadadezer sent and brought out the Syrians who were
beyond the River, and they came to Helam. And Shobach the commander of
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Hadadezer’s army went before them. 17 When it was told David, he gathered
all Israel, crossed over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Syrians set
themselves in battle array against David and fought with him. 18 Then the
Syrians fled before Israel; and David killed seven hundred charioteers and forty
thousand horsemen of the Syrians, and struck Shobach the commander of their
army, who died there. 19 And when all the kings who were servants to
Hadadezer saw that they were defeated by Israel, they made peace with Israel
and served them. So the Syrians were afraid to help the people of Ammon any-
more. 

The enemies of Israel wouldn’t quit after one defeat.  They were a persistent enemy,
and came back to fight again.

David gathered the rest of the army of Israel to prevent this army of Syrian reinforce-
ments from crushing the army of the mighty men.  The result was glorious: the Syrians
fled before Israel.

E. APPLICATIONS
1) As we glorify the Lord God in the midst of difficult times, we’ll be glorified
in Him.
We will find that our attitude is contagious.  When we glorify God, it has a healthy
impact on others.  They will see our example and want to glorify Him as well.

2) If some awful thing happened to you in the past that was not your choice
of action, you don’t need to be ashamed.
If you live on that past, you will face more difficulties.  Let it go.  

2 Tim 1:7   For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. 

Ask God how He can use that awful experience of yours to bring glory to Him and
comfort to others.  You will be surprised how much you can be a great help to the
other people who are going through the same difficulties.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

3) When we are obedient to the Lord, He will do the battle for us.
Does it mean that everything will be easy?  No, we still have to face the battle, we still
have to prepare for the war, we still have keep the powder dry, but it is God who fight
for us.
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