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5. Not legalism but Christ
9/29/2005

Man-made religions give men and women false sense of security.  It is nothing more
than futile effort of the mankind of trying to climb up to the place where God is.
Even the process itself gives false comfort to men’s hearts for a season.  Because it is
made by men, it does not have the right substances and the peace people are long-
ing for.  In results, those religious people are still looking for something to soothe
their churning minds.

The religion that is coupled with human ego demands others to do exactly what they
are supposed to do, even if those religious people themselves cannot do what their
own rules and regulations say.  They become legalistic and looking down on those
who cannot meet their standards and expectations.

Apostle Paul is going to tell us and the believers of Colosse who were swayed by the
gnostic people and the Jewish legalistics about what the Lord Jesus had done for
them on the cross.

A. BY THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
Colossians 2:11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumci-
sion of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

Speaking of circumcision, a Catholic Priest decided that there had been too much
tension between his faith and the Jewish faith.  So with this in mind he remembered
that there was a Rabbi who lived nearby and he determined he would go and wash
his car as a gesture of kindness to him.  

So one Monday morning he went over to the Rabbi’s house and began washing his
car.  The Rabbi did not realize the priest was doing this until the priest was almost
done.  As the priest was dumping buckets of water upon the rabbi’s car to rinse it
off, the rabbi looked out the window and saw him drenching his car.  The priest
looked up at the window and smiled at the rabbi.  The rabbi smiled back at him and
waved.

The following day the rabbi went to the priest’s house and taking out a saw began
cutting the tailpipe of the priest’s car.  The priest seeing him cutting up his car ran
out of the house into the drive and shouted, “What are you doing to my car?”  The
rabbi smiled at the priest and said, “I saw you baptizing my car yesterday, so I decid-
ed to come over and circumcise your car”

Not only did the Colossians Christians have wrong ideas about Jesus, but they also
had wrong ideas about things like circumcision.  Most of the Colossian Christians
were Gentiles who had never been physically circumcised.  Apparently, they were
being taught that they had to be circumcised to be right with God.  Paul makes it
clear that they are circumcised spiritually, by putting off the sins of the flesh.

When Christ died for you and me, we died with Him.  He took our place.  And when
He was raised, we were raised in Him, and we are now joined to a living Christ. 
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Another important thing to keep in mind is that no outward ceremony brings us to
Christ.  The issue is whether or not we are born again.  If we are born-again, we do
know Jesus as our Savior and Lord.  If we do know Him, we are identified with Him.
Identification with Christ is “putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circum-
cision of Christ,” which is a spiritual circumcision.

Baptism does illustrate our identification with the death and resurrection life of Jesus.
We were being buried with Jesus, when we were going under the water.  We are also
raise with Him, and when we are raised up out of the water.

B. CANCELLATION OF OUR DEBT AND VICTORY
Colossians 2:13-15 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven
you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that
was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way,
having nailed it to the cross. 15 (1) Having disarmed principalities and pow-
ers, (2) He made a public spectacle of them, (3) triumphing over them in it. 

Salvation is not the improvement of the old nature.  Rather, it is the impartation of a
new nature.  Before we have new life, we are dead.  Before a person comes to new
life in Jesus, they are not a sick man who needs a doctor.  They are dead people
who need a Savior.

‘Handwriting of requirements’ should be translated as ‘Certificate of debt’ like New
American Standard Bible does for a better understanding.

When Jesus Christ shed His blood for sinners, He canceled the huge debt that was
against sinners because of their disobedience to God’s holy Law.  In Bible days,
financial records were often kept on parchment, and the writing could be washed off.
This is the picture Paul painted.  How could the holy God be just in canceling a
debt?  His Son paid the full amount of debt when He died on the cross.  

If a judge sets a man free who is guilty of a crime, the judge cheapens the law and
leaves the injured party without restitution.  God paid the debt of the sinners when
He gave His Son on the cross, and He upheld the holiness of His own Law.  

Jesus had three great victories on the cross.
1) Having disarmed principalities and powers
Jesus stripped off satan and his army of whatever weapons they held.  Satan cannot
harm the believer without God’s approval.  It is when we cease to watch and pray –
as did Peter – that satan can use his weapons against us.  

2) He made a public spectacle of them 
In His death, resurrection, and ascension, Christ vindicated God and vanquished the
devil.  The public spectacle of defeated demonic spirits makes their defeat all the
more humiliating.

3) Triumphing over them in it  
Whenever a Roman general won a great victory on foreign soil, took many captives
and much loot, and gained new territory for Rome, he was honored by an official
parade known as “the Roman triumph.” 

2 Corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 
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Jesus Christ won a complete victory, and He returned to glory in a great triumphal
procession.  In this, He disgraced and defeated satan.  

Ephesians 4:8  Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led cap-
tivity captive, And gave gifts to men.”

C. CHRIST, THE ANSWER TO RITUALS
Colossians 2:16-19 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding
a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to
come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward,
taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those
things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not
holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together
by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.   

From the flashing red signals at a railroad crossing to the skull and crossbones on a
bottle of rubbing alcohol, warnings are a part of daily life.  Some of the warnings
are a matter of life or death.  When we don’t heed these warning, whether it is phys-
ical or spiritual aspects, we are sitting ducks to be taken out.

God warns us through His Word that we must be aware of false doctrines that make
us to stumble in our walk with Him.

Because Jesus won such a glorious victory on the cross, we don’t have to be the
receiving end of legalism for food or drink we consume.  A life that is centered on
Jesus and what He did on the cross has no place for legalism.

Christians are therefore free to keep a kosher diet or to observe the sabbath if they
please.  There is nothing wrong with those things.  However, they cannot think that
eating kosher or sabbath observance makes them any closer to God, and they can-
not judge and consider another brother or sister who does not observe such laws as
lesser.

A Christian who fails to obey God’s directions does not lose his salvation.  But he
does lose the approval of the Lord and the rewards He has promised to those who
are faithful.  Certainly God does not owe us anything!  We ought to be so grateful
that He has saved us from judgment that we would serve Him whether we received a
reward or not.  Just as there are degrees of punishment in hell according to Matt.
23:14, so there will be degrees of glory in heaven – even though all believers will be
like Christ in their glorified bodies.

Matthew 23:14  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour
widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will
receive greater condemnation.

1 Cor 3:11-15 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will
become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire;
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s
work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.
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The false teachers in Colosse claimed to have visions and made contact with angels.
In bypassing the Word of God and the Spirit of God, they were opening themselves
to all kinds of demonic activity – because satan knows how to give counterfeit experi-
ences to people.  

2 Corinthians 11:14  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself
into an angel of light.

All of this mystical ceremony was wrapped up in a false humility that was actually an
expression of pride.  “I am not good enough to come directly to God,” the gnostic
would say, “so I will start with one of the angels.”  

Trying to reach God the Father through anyone or anything other than His Son, Jesus
Christ, is a way of cults.

D. THE ESSENCE OF LEGALISM
Colossians 2:20-23 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles
of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to
regulations-- 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all
concern things which perish with the using--according to the commandments
and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wis-
dom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are
of no value against the indulgence of the flesh. 

This v21 is a perfect description of legalistic religion, defined more by what we don’t
do than by what we do.  

The key to living above legalism is remembering that you died with Christ from the
basic principles of the world.  Our identification with Jesus in both His death and res-
urrection, as mentioned before in Colossians 2:12, becomes the foundation for our
Christian life.

All your legalistic rules may have an appearance of wisdom - but they have no real
value.  Legalism doesn’t restrain the flesh.  It feeds pride to the flesh in a subtle and
powerful way.

This carnal repentance is caused by fear.  Self-imposed religion is man reaching to
God, trying to justify himself by keeping a list of rules.  Christianity is God reaching
down to man in love through Christ.

E. APPLICATION
1) Self-imposed religion is man reaching to God, trying to justify himself
by keeping a list of rules.  But Christianity is God reaching down to man
in love through Christ.




