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The Bible is filled with many great prayers.  We are impressed with Abraham’s prayer
in Genesis 18, Moses’ prayer in Exodus 32, king David’s prayers in 1 Chronicles 17
and 29, his son Solomon’s prayer in 1 Kings 8, and Mary, Jesus’ mama’s prayer in
Luke 1.  But this prayer of Jesus is by far the greatest recorded in the Bible in my
opinion as well as other Bible students.

How can we top God’s own prayer – the Son of God praying to God the Father in
heaven?  The entire chapter is a prayer by Jesus.  It is like we are walking into the
Holy of Holies of the Gospel and listening to the very voice of Jesus to His Father.  I
think that we should approach this chapter in a spirit of humility and worship.  

Why should this prayer be considered the greatest prayer of Jesus?  Don’t we have
any other prayers by Him in the Gospels?  We do.  But this prayer shows us so much
more of Jesus.  Someone who is very wise said, “A person’s innermost being is
revealed by genuine prayer.”  This is a unique opportunity to see the nature and
heart of Jesus.  

Actually, His prayers were the main part of Jesus’ earthly ministry even though He
had the ultimate power to do anything He wanted, but He relied on His Father
through His prayers.  When He began His public ministry He rose up a great while
before day and went out and departed into a solitary place, and there He prayed.
On the eve of selecting His 12 disciples, He went out into a mountain to pray
throughout the night.  It was while He was in prayer that He was transfigured accord-
ing to Luke 9.  Even the last moment of his death on the cross, He prayed for His
very enemies.

Luke 23:34a Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do.”

Think about this, folks: If the Son of God prayed so often, should we not do all the
more often?  It is no wonder why apostle Paul teaches us to pray without ceasing in 1
Thessalonians 5:17.

This chapter can be divided neatly into three sections:
V1-5 Jesus prayed for Himself
V6-19 Jesus prayed for His disciples
V20-26 Jesus prayed for the whole church including all of us in this room.  

A. GLORIFY YOUR SON
John 17:1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify
You, 

As we’ve learned before, the Lord Jesus and His disciples were on their way to the
Garden of Gethsemane.  I believe that Jesus was praying this prayer audibly for His
disciples to hear and to be encouraged.  

We see that Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven.  When we hear someone say, “Let’s
pray,” the most of us would bow our head and close our eyes.  This shows us that we
should never confuse the non-essential customs of prayer, such as locations or pos-
tures of our prayer mode, with the essential aspects of prayer.298



The essential aspects of our prayer are the One who hear our prayers – our God, not
the people around us, our sincere and humble hearts, and praying according to His
will.

Being a pastor, I am asked to pray for some people for themselves or their loved
ones.  I am absolutely honored to do so.  But I want all of you to know this one thing
clearly.  I do not have any more special connection with the Lord than any of the
born-again Christians around the world.  God does not have a pet believer whom
He favors over others.  He hears all of our prayers equally and attentively.  

How many times did Jesus already tell His disciples that the hour of glorification has
not come?  But now, the hour has come.  The hour has come in which the Son of
Man, the Son of God would end humiliation by men.  And most of all He would end
the sacrificial system that was required for every single sin of every single human
being in history once and for all through His own death as the perfect sacrifice.

It was the hour for fulfilling all prophesies regarding the Messiah; It was the hour of
triumph over sin, death, and the prince of this world satan; It was the hour of dis-
missing the old and ushering in the new; It was the hour when the sun refused to
shine for three hours; It was the hour when the earth rocked and reeled and the
graves gave up their dead.  It was the glory hour for Jesus the Son of the Living God.  

Someone might object, “Isn’t Jesus selfish to pray for Himself?”  No, I don’t agree
with that idea.  A prayer for self is not by any means necessarily a selfish prayer.
Additionally, this particular prayer shows how much our Lord Jesus laid aside His
glory to save the wretched sinners like us.

We find the very important words – glorify and glory – five times in these verses.  The
Greek word for ‘glorify’ is “doxazo.”  Of course it is a verb.  Its noun is “doxa” where
we get our English word “doxology.”

From the human point of view, Calvary was a revolting display of man’s sin; but from
the divine point of view, the cross revealed and magnified the grace and glory of
God.  Yes, Jesus glorified the Father through His miracles throughout the Gospels as
we see.  But He brought the greatest glory to Him through His sufferings, death, res-
urrection, ascension, and coronation back in heaven.

Through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, we get to have a glimpse of the love of God, the
mercy of God, the power of God, the righteousness of God, the judgment of God,
the wisdom of God, the knowledge of God and many more.

B. THE SOURCE AND NATURE OF ETERNAL LIFE
John 17:2-3 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should
give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 3 And this is eternal life,
that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent. 

The Father has given His Son Jesus all the authority over all things according to the
Book of Philippians:

Philippians 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth

What is the “eternal life” Jesus was talking about?  Is Jesus talking about spending
our eternity somewhere in heaven without having anything to do, bored out of our299



minds, floating endlessly with equally bored angels?  To start to answer that question,
we find an answer that surpasses our imagination in 1 Corinthians chapter 2:

1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written: “ Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor
have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.”

According to the Book of Revelation chapter 4, apostle John saw the Throne Room of
Heaven that is beyond any human’s imagination.  And the angels and the people
who are in heaven worship the Lord forever and ever.  I really doubt that we are
going to see Saint Peter who is supposed to stand at the outside of the Pearly Gate
with a clipboard in his hand.  

If you want more astounding descriptions of heaven, go ahead to read chapter 21
and 22 of Revelation.  They will blow your mind.  As an artist, I can easily visualize
my final pencil drawing before I start to sketch on paper.  Guess what?  I cannot
even grasp a tiny portion of the beauty of heaven and the New Jerusalem that apos-
tle John was describing in this Book.

By the way, a couple of weeks ago, I mentioned about the atheist talk show host Bill
Maher who trash-talked about Denver Broncos Quarterback Tim Tebow and thought
that he was making fun of Tebow’s faith and humiliating him.  What did Bill Mahr
know?  Because of what he did against Tebow, Tim Tebow is now the most beloved
athlete in America and the name of God is exalted.  Eat your heart out, Bill Mahr.

Genesis 50:20a But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it
for good

Eternal life in heaven is only found in an experiential knowledge of God, and
revealed in Jesus Christ.  It is not about knowing God in the sense of book knowl-
edge about Jesus, rather knowing Him in the fullest sense, knowing Him as the
Savior and Lord personally.  

The Greek word for ‘know’ is “ginosko.”  It is not knowing Jesus haphazardly, rather
intimately through believing in Him as our God who came to save unworthy sinners
like us.  The devil and his demons know Jesus as God without any doubt.  Not just
knowing about Him, but having a personal relationship with Him through faith in
Him gives us eternal life in Jesus Christ.

C. PERFECT OBEDIENCE
John 17:4-5 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which
You have given Me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with
Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

In v4, we find the method of Jesus, how He glorified the Father in heaven – perfect
and complete obedience to the Father.  Jesus said, “I have glorified You on the earth.
I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.”  

Even though the agony that Jesus is going to go through at the Garden of
Gethsemane and the torture and the crucifixion on Golgotha were still in the future
from this moment of prayers, in Jesus’ mind, it is already finished – the life of perfect
obedience from birth to death and perfect righteousness.

By going to the cross willingly, Jesus showed us that there was nothing the love of
God would not do for His own, to redeem them and bring them to glory.
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So here in v5 Jesus longing for the heavenly glory back, longing to go back to where
He had come from.  Sometimes we get a little glimpse into the glory of Jesus while
He was on earth.  Think back to the transfiguration of Mathew 17:

Matthew 17:1-3 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his
brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 2 and He was trans-
figured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as
white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking
with Him.

We read that and go, “Wow!  That’s a miracle.  How cool would that be to be there
to see this miracle?”  I don’t think it was a miracle that Jesus shined His glory then.  I
think it was a miracle that He didn’t shine all the time.  But it just leaked out like
here. 

Please go back to v5 and let’s read it again:
John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory
which I had with You before the world was.

Was Jesus asking for glory that is something He didn’t possess before?  Or Is He ask-
ing for more glory than He had before?  No, He is not going back to any greater
glory because He was full of glory as God before He came to earth.  There are no
degrees of being God.  It is not like the Hindu religion which has many different lev-
els of achievement of divinity in their religion.

To Jesus, the cross was the gateway to glory – glory for the Father who sent Him;
glory for Himself; glory for the sinners He came to redeem.

V5 could not come from Jesus if He were not God Himself, equal with the Father.  
Isaiah 42:8 I am the Lord, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to
another, Nor My praise to carved images.
Isaiah 48:11 For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how should
My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to another.

According to these two verses, God DOES NOT share His glory with absolutely any-
one.  If the Father and the Son share their glory, there is only one answer for this –
they must BOTH be GOD.

Question: Did the Father answer Jesus’ prayer?  Oh, yes, He did.  The first martyr,
Stephen from Acts chapter 7 when he was about to be stoned:

Acts 7:54-56 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and
they gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!”

Stephen saw Jesus in His glorified state.

D. APPLICATIONS
1) The essential aspects of our prayer are the One who hear our prayers –
our God, not the people around us, our sincere and humble hearts, and
praying according to His will.

2) We need to imitate our Lord Jesus’ complete obedience to the Father –
without resistance, without complaint.
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